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We are delighted to present Dance: Sampled, returning
to Birmingham Hippodrome for a second year. Enjoy a
selection of different dance styles all in one night and
discover something new.

Originally pioneered by London dance house Sadler’s
Wells, this is a unique event that gives you the
opportunity to experience a wonderful variety of
world class dance.
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Aakash Odedra Company
HJeSuis Extract)

Aakash Odedra Company tells stories through movement. Inspired by
South Asian classical dance, contemporary dance and collaborative
partnerships, the work always seeks to enliven audiences and find
new ways to engage with people.

As Descartes said ‘l think therefore | am’, #JeSuis is a plea to say |
count, | matter, | exist.

#JeSuis is a project in development and choreographed by Aakash Odedra
building on a relationship with dancers he met in Istanbul back in 2012.

He was impressed not only by their dance but their commitment to dance
amidst the backdrop of a country that is becoming more oppressive.

Whenever tragedy occurred in Istanbul, it’s as if the world did not care
enough to offer equitable coverage to the tragedies in Brussels or Paris.
Thousands of refugees marched through Turkey in search of a haven in
Europe, as Western bombs fell on their land and our public mood towards
immigration became spiteful.

In Dance: Sampled, the fragment piece of #JeSuis finds its rhythm within
the suffocation of the dancers crossing through an endless ocean.

As they move deeper into their journey; the isolation from the world

and from oneself weighs on them heavier with every gasp. But there is

no turning back; the shore from where they jumped into the ocean does
not exist anymore.

Commissioned by The Movement
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Birmingham Royal Ballet
Lyric Pieces: Phantom

One of the two British Royal Ballet companies, world-renowned
Birmingham Royal Ballet is based at Birmingham Hippodrome, where
it performs four times a year, offering spectacular classics such as

The Nutcracker and keeps alive the creative tradition with new ballets
for the 21st century. For Dance: Sampled, two of the company’s leading
dancers perform the exquisite Phantom pas de deux from American
choreographer Jessica Lang’s Lyric Pieces, created for the Company
as part of the Birmingham International Dance Festival 2012. Lang is
recognised for her individual style and for pieces that are artfully
crafted and emotionally engaging. She has been praised for her
‘impressive sense of how to move dancers in natural yet seemingly
inevitable ways’.
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Richard Alston Dance Company
Gypsy Mixture Extract)

Richard Alston Dance Company is celebrating its 22nd anniversary
this year. Since its founding in 1994, the Company has become one

of the United Kingdom’s most avidly-followed contemporary dance
companies, performing the work of its Artistic Director Richard Alston
and Associate Choreographer Martin Lawrance.

: .n 2004, the Company made its US debut and continues to perform

here regularly. Other overseas tours have included Germany, China,
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Connor Scott
White Water

Connor started dancing Latin and Ballroom when he was three but
moved on to other styles including breakdancing, street, house and
locking. He started training in ballet and contemporary five years ago
after gaining a place on the Dance City CAT programme. Since then
he has worked alongside choreographers such as Bawren Tavaziva,
Renaud Wiser and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui.

Winner of the BBC Young Dancer of the Year 2015, Connor rose to
national recognition as a bright new talent in choreography. Connor
presents a new piece of work exploring loneliness, nostalgia and joy.

Julia Urruty & Claudio Gonzalez

Julia started her professional career in 2000. She did her superior degree in
Tango and Folklore, obtaining a distinction. She has taught tango in La Ventana,
Viejo Almacén, Taconeando, Senor Tango, Esquina Carlos Gardel, Madero Tango
and Tango Porteno and has performed and toured with shows including Tango
Emocién, Tango a Tierra, Tango Pasion and milonga. She has also been part of
many festivals and TV programmes.

Claudio is a dancer, teacher and choreographer and has performed in
international musicals Tanguera, Forever Tango and Otango. He is a member
of Tankenisis company (director and choreographer Ana Maria Stekelmen).
He created his own company, Tango Elemento, together with his ex-dance-
partner Melina Brufman. They created Episodios and Tango Palace.

La otra cara de la Moneda

La otra cara de la Moneda (the other side of the coin) reclaims our
physical differences and shows that everyone can embrace and dance
tango - professionals and enthusiasts alike. We can all find joy in
dancing with a partner. There is no such thing as a perfect body, no
matter what the movies and magazines might tell you. So, here is a
homage to those who are different, whether it be their thoughts, bodies,
minds or emotions.

Buenos Aires aqui y ahora

Through the sounds of Buenos Aires, Julia Urruty and Claudio Gonzalez
will be using their imaginations and their dance to weave dreams of
pure Argentinian tango.

Iron Skulls Co
Sinestesia

Iron Skulls Co is an experimental dance company from Barcelona
formed in 2013 from a group of b-boys called Iron Skulls Crew.
Comprised of dancers from different parts of the peninsula, they define
a style and desire to investigate the limits of movement. Its members’
disciplines range from martial arts, contemporary dance and hip-hop
dances to music production, design and fashion, giving them tools to
create and continue defining their own style.

Sinestesia represents a post-apocalyptic world where, through
experimental dance, a group of survivors is formed and begins a
journey to safety. The hip-hop, acrobatics and contemporary dance
merge to create a language where the human and the animal are
combined, inviting the spectator to a game of sensorial interference.
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